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mortal High Queen, whose wild brown hair is blow-

ing around her face, whose amber eyes are alight when

she looks at him.

They are two people who ought to have, by all

rights, remained enemies forever.

He can't believe his good fortune, can't trace the

path that got him here.

"Now that I agreed to travel your way," he shouts

over the wind, "you ought to give me something I

want. Like a promise you won't fight some monster

just to impress one of the solitary fey who, as far as I

can tell, you don't even like ."

Jude gives him a looh.It is an expression that he

never once saw her make when they attended the

palace school together, yet from the first he saw it, he

knew it to be her truest face. Conspiratorial. Daring.

Bold.
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I am ruhat you made me, she'd told him as they

battled.

Cardan knows Madoc isn't the only one who

made her the way she is. He had a hand in it as well.

It's absurd, sometimes, the thought that she loves

him. He's grateful, of course, but it feels as though itt
just another of the ridiculous, absurd, dangerous things

she does. She wants to fight monsters, and she wants

him for a lover, the same boy she fantasized about mur-

dering. She likes nothing easy or safe or sure.

Nothing good for her.

"I'm not trying to impress Bryern," Jude says. "He

says I owe him a favor for giving me a job when no one

else would. I guess that's true."

"I think his presumption is deserving of a reward,"

he tells her, voice dry. "Not, alas, the one you intend

to give him."

She sighs. "If there's a monster among the solitary

Folk, we ought to do something about it."

There is no reason for him to feel a frisson of

dread at those words, no cause for the unease he can't

shake.

"\(/e have knights, sworn to our service," Cardan

says. "You're cheating one of them out of an opportu-

nity for glory."
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